While it is here proposed to discuss only the first of these drafts, it may not be amiss to review briefly the purposes for which they were prepared. The circumstances are nowhere so fully or pithily set forth as in the account of Colonel William Byrd who, as one of the commissioners appointed by Governor Gooch on a royal order to meet with commissioners named by Lord Fairfax, has left a narrative of marked style and force if mnot of judicial impartiality.2 Though it was Fairfax who had ,precipitated action by petitioning the king for a joint commission to survey and fix the boundaries of his enormous demesne, upon the naming of the Crown negotiators, he changed his mind, doubtless feeling that his interests would be safer if left to a royal commission in England where the rights of a peer might be expected to enjoy higher esteem than in the American wilderness, and empowered his commissioners merely to survey the boundaries and take testimony regarding the accepted limits. The joint commission met on September 25, 1736, at Fredericksburg where, according to the voucher for their expenses, they were not indifferent, while considering the controversial aspects of their task, to the joys of the table. During the five days of the conference they consumed substantial quantities of claret, madeira, beer, tea, punch and liquor, while "sundry liquors for woodsmen and surveyors" ran to more than ?11. With lodgings for so many and "stableage" for 19 horses to provide, Master John Gordon, innkeeper, was able to collect 24 pistoles-for this hamlet a very harvest of gold.4 As agreed, expenses were borne equally by the two sides. Before the deliberations were concluded instructions were issued to the surveyors and two field parties were organized, one for each river. As will be seen by reference to the reproduction herewith, the Winslow plan is quite detailed in respect to the River, its islands, tributaries and the abutting plantations, some of which 13 Harrison, op. cit., p. 620. 14 In the first of these decisions is to be found an excellent summary of the long-standing controversy.
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